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Lake Browning - near Browning Pass. See the Three
Passes Trip report

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note  that  formalities  start  at  7:50  pm sharp,  and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Saturday 6 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Alan Ross 021 962884
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

River  crossing instruction course  no  2:  Second  course  this
year due to demand. Undertaking a river crossing course is the
closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory training course.
In NZ, everyone heading to the hills, even some easy day tramps
need to have good river crossing skills and more importantly, the
skill to decide not to cross! Sign up on line as this course fills fast
and places are limited. You need a proper weekend pack loaded
at least 15kg in weight (NOT A DAY PACK). You must be a current
paid up member before the course date to come on the course (no
exceptions). More details on requirements for the afternoon will
follow closer to the date.

This course is now FULL and with a large waitlist

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closed -Full

Map:  

Approx: $5
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Saturday 6 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Station Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Otehake  Hot  Pools  Summer  Barbque:  This  will  be  an  easy
overnight  trip  into  the  Otehake  Hot  Pools  to  have  a  summer
potluck BBQ. Depending on the temperature we can either have a
soak  in  some  of  the  best  hot  pools  in  the  South  Island  or  a
refreshing dip in the Otehake River. This will be a "tramp at your
own pace"  easy trip  that  is  normally  about  5  hours  each way.
There are a few river crossings early on, a few hundred metres
height gain then 2kms of river travel up the Otehake River to the
hot pools. It’s about 11 km total distance. Bring your river crossing
shoes, togs and sand fly spray. I’ll bring a griddle, grill, frying pan
and stoves as required, but please bring fresh meat, sides, salads
or desserts to cook/share. 

When you sign up please note what you are bringing so we can
have some variety. Vegetarians and those on a restricted diet are
welcome. **NO DEHY FOOD PLEASE** 

Grade: Easy

Closes 3 Mar

Map: "BV20 
Otira" 

Approx: 45

Friday Night Start 12 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Michael Ny 276019012
michaelny32.mn@gmail.com

Mt Potts: A Friday night drive and a lakeside camp followed by an
ascent of Mt Potts 2184m. Driving to Lake Camp in the Hakatere -
South Branch of the Ashburton River behind Mt Somers. 

An early start driving further towards Erewhon Station and then via
the vehicle track. Leaving cars we climb the old zig zag ski road
towards a saddle providing access to the scree leading to the top.
It’s  a  sustained  scree  slog  to  a  summit  with  views  across  the
Hakatere Basin including the major peaks in the Arrowsmith range
2781m and  across  the  valley  to  the  west  stands  the  majestic
D’Archiac 2875m at the head of the Havelock. 

We  return  via  the  same  route  heading  home  via  Rakaia
rendezvous.

Grade: Moderate

Closes 10 Mar

Map: "BX18 Lake
Clearwater"

Approx: $45

Saturday 13 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Richardson:  This is a lovely 14 km loop in the Canterbury
foothills. We start at the Glentui Bush picnic area and go through
some mountain beech forest to Mt Richardson itself ( 1,047m ). A
few steep sections and 700m height gain. Great views over the
Canterbury  Plains  and  Lees  Valley.  The  return  trip  follows  the
Blowhard Track giving an opportunity to walk along the open tops.
Half  way along the Blowhard Track,  we descend back into  the
bush  along  the  Bypass  Track  and  follow  the  ridge  down  the
eastern side of the Glentui River. On the way back to the cars, we
will stop and check out the beautiful waterfall on the Glentui River.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 12 Mar

Map: "BW22 
Oxford" 

Approx: 15
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Saturday 13 Mar 2021 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Crooked Spur  Hut:  A good chance to  put  your  river  crossing
skills into practise with 16 – 21 crossings of Bush Stream on the 5
hour  walk  into  the  historical  Crooked  Spur  hut  on  Saturday.
Because this trip will be running on a section of the Te Araroa trail
you  will  have  the  bonus  of  a  night’s  sleep  in  a  tent.  We  will
overnight at the old horse paddock next to the historical hut before
returning back to the cars the same way, with another 16- 21 river
crossings on the Sunday.  At  this  time of  the  year  the  water  is
remarkably warm for a NZ river,  and because the depth varies
from ankle to thigh deep there will be multiple opportunities to try
out both solo and group river crossing techniques. Numbers will
be limited so preference will be given to the 2021 River Course
participants. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes 4 Mar

Map: "BX18 Lake
Clearwater"

Approx: $45

Sunday 14 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Goat Hill: Climb through the steep, dense bush using the Barrack
Creek Route  continuing  over  Pt  1395 and Pt  1578.  Follow the
narrowing ridge to Goat Hill. Great views. Return the same way.
There is a little exposure in a couple of places on the ridge so we’ll
need a dry day without too much wind. Bring a helmet.

Grade: Moderate

Closes 13 Mar

Map:  

Approx: $25

Saturday 20 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Prebble Hill:  Prebble Hill is a nice little bump to the north of the
Torlesse Range and in the middle of a limestone area. The trip will
start opposite the Castle Hill Scenic Reserve, follow a farm road,
then  a  track  above the  true  right  of  the  Porter  River.  Cross  a
stockbridge  and  follow  the  escarpment  up  to  the  summit  of
Prebble Hill ( 902m ). The return trip offers a great opportunity to
explore all the beautiful limestone formations. Round trip around
10kms, 300m height gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 19 Mar

Map: "BW21 
Springfield" 

Approx: 20

Saturday 20 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Swinging at Bealey Spur Hut: Easy overnight trip to Bealey Spur
Hut. Ideal introduction to overnight tenting and hammocking. We’ll
follow the track up Bealey Spur to the old Bealey Spur Hut. The
hut  has  six  canvas  bunks.  There  is  plenty  of  nice  space  for
hanging a hammock or for pitching a tent at the hut. After pitching
our hammocks or tents we can can either wander further up onto
the tops before returning to the hut. or just chill out and talk. The
next day we will return to the cars the same way.

Grade: Easy

Closes 19 Mar

Map: "BV20 
Otira" 

Approx: 30
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Sunday 21 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Goethe’s dream: Faust and Mephistopheles: 

We’ll start at Boyle Village from where we’ll cross Boyle River on
the SH7 bridge and we’ll  go up to Mt Faust (1710m). From Mt
Faust  we’ll  drop  to  a  saddle  at  1600  contour  and  go  up  to
Mephistopheles  (1736m).  Back  to  Mt  Faust  the  same  way.
Dropping to tarns and back via pt1607. The last bit might be a bit
overgrown so we might have to do some bushbashing. 

We’ll get back to the cars via St James Walkway. 20 km in length,
around 1500m up, some very light scramble might happen and it
might be just a wee bit exposed at some places. 

Mod / Hard difficulty. Pace will be reasonably moderate, eg. not
easy.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes 21 Mar

Map:  

Approx: 40

Saturday 27 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry  Track/Stoney  Bay  Peak/Purple  Peak  Track/Akaroa
Heritage Park: 

Starting next to the Akaroa Heritage Park on Long Bay Road, we
follow the Curry Track through the Purple Peak/Curry Reserve, a
mix  of  regenerating  bush  and  open  grassland  over  Browntop
Saddle ( 610m ). 

From the edge of the Hinewai Reserve, it is up to Purple Peak
Saddle, then the Summit Track takes us up to Stoney Bay Peak
( 806m ) for some great views over Akaroa Harbour and Otanerito
Bay. Return trip will  go down Purple Peak Track, then Woodills
Track takes us down to Grehan Stream and up through Tree Crop
Farm to the Akaroa Heritage Park. 

Round trip approx. 14kms. Overall height gain around 800m.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 26 Mar

Map: "BY25 
Akaroa" 

Approx: 20

Sunday 28 Mar 2021
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Foweraker: Arthurs Pass area

Park at Hawdon Shelter and immediately get wet feet crossing the
Hawdon (bring a change of shoes if you like that sort of thing).
Follow the trapping line over Pt 1035 and Pt 1158, climbing the
south east ridge to Foweraker. Carry on along the ridge to Pt 1711
and descend via a scree run. 

Back to the cars via Sudden Valley, where everyone gets wet feet.

Grade: Moderate

Closes 27 Mar

Map: BV21 Cass 

Approx: 25
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Easter Extended Trip from Friday 2 Apr 2021
Departure point: To be confirmed

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Gillespie Pass Circuit and More (Easter) : 

Nestled  among the  awesome Mt  Aspiring  National  Park  is  the
Gillespie Pass Circuit and surrounding area. 

The plan for the trip is to extend our four days off over Easter by
two days so we can complete the below alpine adventure and
enable  us  to  explore  more  than  usually  possible  in  the  time
available. Whether we extend it by two days just before Easter,
(Wed/Thurs)  or  straight  after,  (Tue/Wed)  will  depend  on  the
weather closer to the time. So flexibility will be required in getting
two extra days off over Easter. 

The approx cost of $240 covers the helicopter and petrol for cars. 

Accommodation in Tekapo en route south, and DOC huts and/or
campsite fees are additional. 

Our plan for the six days is... 

Day 0: Drive south late afternoon the night prior and stay at or
near Tekapo. 

Day  1:  Drive  to  Makarora,  get  helicopter  to  within  3km of  Top
Forks Hut (saving us about 1.5 days of walking) and then walk up
to and camp at Lucidus Lake. 

Day 2: Explore around the Lake and head towards the waterfall by
Rabbit Pass as a day walk and then come back and stay at Top
Forks Hut. 

Day 3: Walk to Kerin Forks Hut via Jumboland and stay there the
night. 

Day 4: Walk to Crucible Lake and camp in the forest. 

Day 5: Walk over Gillespie Pass and camp at the tent site beyond
Young Hut. 

Day 6: Walk out and drive home. It’s important you have a tent
and appropriate overnight gear for this cooler time of year, and
that you have been on tramps where you have walked for 6-8hrs
for  several  consecutive  days.  You  should  also  comfortable
climbing up and down steeper terrain where necessary. 

UPDATE: I’ve increased the max trip size now to 20. However
please  note  this  will  be  made  up  of  2  x  groups  of  10  people
leaving a day apart from each other. Please let me know if you
have any questions.

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes 31 Mar 

Map: BZ12 
Makarora

Approx: $240 for 
helicopter 
and car 
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Tuesday 4 May 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Tomyu Hu 3433 887
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Milford Track : The official Milford Track season ends on 30 April.
After this date the cost of huts are reduced and you can skip huts
if you wish. Plan is: Day 1 Tuesday 4 May, Drive Christchurch to
Te Anau; Day 2 Travel to start of Milford Track and walk to the
second hut (new) Mintaro Hut; Day 3, Spare day at Mintaro Hut in
case the weather is bad and there is no view from MacKinnon
Pass or short day trip to MacKinnon Pass to see the view; Keen
people can climb Mt Hart and descend to Lake Quill the source of
Sutherland Falls. Day 4, Walk to Dumpling Hut the third hut; Day
5, Walk out to Sandfly Point for pick up and return to Te Anau; Day
6 Sunday 9 May, Drive back to Christchurch. Total 54 kilometers
and 1000 meters height gain over 4 days. On a fine day the view
from Mackinnon Pass,  the highest  point  of  the Milford Track is
better than the photos, view the highest waterfall in New Zealand,
there is a possibility of rain and sandflies are guaranteed. Costs
will be petrol costs for the car drivers, x2 nights accommodation in
Te Anau, $199 transport costs from Te Anau to Milford Track return
which includes two boat trips and two bus trips, Huts at $15/ night.
Best  to  budget  approximately  $450  door  to  door.  It  is  your
responsibility to contact Track Net in Te Anau to book your Milford
Track transport and to book your own Te Anau accommodation.
Email: res@tracknet.net or Phone: 0800 483 262 Website: https://
www.tracknet.net/tracks/milfordWinter You may choose where to
stay in Te Anau. However Track Net is operated by Te Anau Lake
View Holiday Park so the Milford Track transport leaves from Te
Anau  Lake  View  Holiday  Park.  They  have  a  full  range  of
accommodation for all budgets from camping to high quality motel
units. their website is here: https://teanauholidaypark.co.nz/ 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 20 April

Map: "CB08 
Homer 
Saddle" 

Approx: $400

Friday 3 Sept 2021
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Winter  Ascent  of  Mt  Taranaki:  This  is  a  winter  ascent  of  Mt
Taranaki. We’ll fly from Christchurch to Wellington on Fri Sept 3
then hire a car or van to Mt Taranaki, Dawson Falls Carpark. Mt
Taranaki in winter is often hard ice so you will need proper boots
and crampons capable of front pointing with 2 tools, harness and
helmet required. Ropes, harnesses, snow stakes, ice screws may
be  involved.  Depending  on  the  weather  we’ll  either  climb  to
Kapuni Lodge or Syme Hut for a summit attempt the following day.
This is basically a day trip,  but  the extra days are to  allow for
weather.  From  the  carpark  to  Kapuni  Lodge  is  about  600m
elevation gain, Kapuni to Syme is about 550m gain and Syme to
the  summit  is  another  550m.  The  flights  on  Jetstar  are  still
reasonably cheap - $140 round trip with a 20kg bag and 7kg carry
on.

Grade: Hard

Closes 1 Sept

Map: "BJ29 
Mount 
Taranaki or 
Mount 
Egmont" 

Approx: Flights, 
$25/night 
Kapuni 
Lodge, 
5/night 
Syme Hut 
Hut
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Trip Reports

23 January 2021

Mt Hutt Forest Conservation Area

It was a rather windy Saturday morning when 23 keen CTC trampers set off for a stroll in
the Mt Hut Forest. The clouds in Christchurch were quite impressive, and I got a photo
before even leaving from the departure point. The winds were quite strong are we drove to
the Rakaia Gorge where we had a brief stop before regrouping and setting off in convoy to
the Awa Awa Rata Reserve in the Mt Hutt Conservation Area. 

Before long we were walking up the Mt Hutt Range, along the Scott Saddle track. The
wind had died down by this time, so it was quite warm as we walked through the forest.
There was a brief stop to regroup at the junction with the Ridge track; this would be where
we emerged from the small loop that we would walk on the return journey. On we went to
the edge of the forest, where there is a seat with a magnificent view of the Canterbury
Plains. 

Out in the open the wind picked up quite a bit, and it was nice to be cooled off a bit after
walking in the windless forest. We had views of the Pudding Hill Range and the Mt Hutt
Range  beyond  the  part  that  we  were  already  walking  on,  as  well  as  more  distant
mountains  and  the  Canterbury  plains.  The  nor’wester  was  throwing  up  considerable
amounts of dust from the Rakaia river, with a very large cloud near the coast. 

As we reached the end of the track there was a short walk along the skifield access road
to a sheltered spot where we had a lunch break before heading back down the way we
came up. Near the start of the track we diverted onto the Ridge Track briefly before taking
the Opuke Track back to the Scott Saddle Track and the car park. I will comment briefly on
the car park – usually we are in dust or mud when getting ready for a trip, but this reserve
has lush grass all the way through it. Such luxury! 

We descended in force on the Hororata Café, but they took it in their stride and we were
server reasonably quickly. I was also surprised that there were still some pies available;
normally they are sold out by the time we get there. Not a bad ending at all to a pretty
good trip, and kudos to Mike again for organising it. 

Trip statistics Distance Walked: 11.8 km Min Elevation: 526 m Max Elevation: 1147 m
Elevation gain: 1034 m Elevation loss: 1036 m Average speed: 2.12 km/h Average moving
speed: 3.35 km/h Total moving time: 3h 31m Total stopped time: 2h 01m  

Participants:  Mike  Newlove  (Leader),  Jenny  Harris,  Sarah  Stockdill,  Sheryle  Wooton,
Adrian  Harvey,  Louise  Holder,  Helen  Ryan,  Bernhard  Parawa,  Roxanne  Brassington,
Michael  Hammond,  Chris  McGimpsey,  Murray  Gifford,  Barney  Stephenson,  Evie
Anderson, Will Other, Marguerite Verheul, Braidie Bown, Nathan Bown, Vahid Loghman,
Kaveh Mazloomi, Danielle Webley, Alison Cairns, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 
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31 January 2021

Camp Saddle Circuit in the Craigieburn Range

Alan runs his  favourite  day  trip  for  the  Christchurch Tramping  Club roughly  every  six
months, but so far I’ve never managed to join the trip. This time the timing was right, and I
signed up. The trip is in the Craigieburn Range, and heads up through the forest, on to
Camp Saddle, and then along the ridge to a scree slope that is the highlight of the trip
before rejoining the earlier part of the track through the forest and back to the cars. 

Fifteen happy trampers set off from the Shell Russley petrol station. As we started driving I
thought I’d grab a sip of water, only to discover that I’d left the bottle at home. I commented
on this to Warwick, seated beside me, saying “At least I checked I’ve got my boots in the
back”. “Stop!” says Warwick. “I’ve left my boots at home”. He had only the sandals he was
wearing, hardly suitable for a scree run. That was the end of his day’s tramping, and we’d
only managed to cover about 10 metres. Alan was not convinced that this amounted to him
having  lost  a  tramper,  but  technically  the  tramp  had  started  as  the  car  had  left  the
departure point. 

We got to the start of the walk without further incident and the remaining fourteen trampers
loaded up and set off into the forest. It was a beautiful sunny day and the light filtered
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through the trees making it  a lovely easy walk on the Mistletoe track. Before long we
reached the Lyndon Saddle where we joined the Luge Track briefly before connecting to
the Craigieburn Edge Track. The forest opens up here to reveal spectacular views of the
northern part of the Craigieburn Range, with Mt Manson dominating most of the views.
The edge track goes up to the ski-field roughly following the road, albeit somewhat higher
up the slope. 

Enjoying the view on a perfect day

It was all pretty easy walking until we got to the scree slope – not the one we were going to
run down. The sign was simple. “Camp Saddle – up scree”. I hadn’t expected that. Every
tramper knows scree is for going down, not up. Nevertheless, we had to go up it. A small
group I’ll call “The Wilding Pine Killers” went ahead to clear out some wilding pines, we
gave them a ten minute head-start before climbing up to Camp Saddle. I must say that I
really struggled with the uphill – the scree was not too bad, but I was getting out of breath
very quickly and had to stop many times on the way up. I don’t think I’m unfit, but hard
exercise seems to be taking it’s toll lately. I made it to the saddle though, and I wasn’t the
last to arrive. 

The first to arrive at the saddle was Harish, who was on a solo trip traversing part of the
Craigieburn range from Broken River and over Hamilton peak. He’d set off in dark of early
morning and was waiting for us to arrive. With the hour he’d waited plus the hour we had
for lunch he was well rested when he signed up online (yes, mobile coverage up there)
and joined our trip. I guess that made up for Alan losing a tramper earlier on. It was busy
on the saddle, with a Spanish group who had a couple of gorgeous dogs with them (Vizla
and Dalmatian), and then a group of mountain bikers who biked down the scree that we’d
just climbed up. After lunch Alan ran his usual “what’s in my pack” demonstration for the
new trampers, covering essential equipment that should be carried on every trip. As he
finished he asked if he’d forgotten anything. Somebody called out “Whistle!”, and despite a
search no whistle was to be found. Oops! Looks like Alan’s whistle has gone to join all the
other tramping gear lost in the great outdoors. 

We were all well-rested when we all set off along the ridge towards the scree run. I was
glad that the major climb was out of the way, not that it was all that difficult, but I was
definitely having an “off day”. A few little climbs along the way with a lot lot of pauses to
catch my breath (um, take photos and admire the scenery), and we arrived at the scree.
Most  of  the  group  were  experienced  scree  runners  to  some degree,  and  only  Helen
needed  some  guidance.  By  the  time  she  reached  the  bottom  she  was  a  seasoned
professional. I should note here that this is not “my” Helen I’m talking about, she was off
doing other things while I was on this trip. It was certainly a fun descent – almost 200
metres in 4 minutes, although I stopped quite a lot for photos so it took me twice as long. 
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Helen’s first scree run – Alan is making sure she’s getting it right.

After a brief pause at the edge of the forest we continued on the downhill, and it really was
“downhill all the way”. Except that when we hit Lyndon Saddle, almost everybody felt the
need to do a side trip up Helicopter Hill. I’ve been up it before, and I know how steep it is,
and I didn’t really feel well enough to go up there, and I had half a lunch left to eat, so I and
one other walker stayed behind. My GPS log shows that I waited 47 minutes at the saddle,
which has skewed the trip statistics slightly; stopped time for the rest of the team would
have  considerably  less  and  distance  about  a  kilometre  more.  Interestingly  almost
everybody took their packs up with them. The original plan had been to leave the packs at
the saddle, but Andrew started off still wearing his pack, Alan took that as a challenge and
kept his on, and almost all the others did the same. 

The last part of the trip was a super-easy romp down the Mistletoe Track back to the cars.
Alan drove Harish up the road to where he’d parked his car earlier that morning while
those in the remaining two cars shot through to the Sheffield pub for refreshments, the
other  trampers joining us a little  bit  later.  The finances were settled and refreshments
consumed, and after all that I made it home by 7PM, somewhat tired but also refreshed by
the excellent trip. A big thank-you to Alan for organising it, and I’m certainly keen to repeat
the trip next time Alan decides to run it. 

Trip statistics (not including Helicopter Hill) Distance Walked: 11.9 km Min Elevation: 791
m Max Elevation: 1548 m Elevation gain: 1171 m Elevation loss: 1172 m Average speed:
1.91 km/h Average moving speed: 3.57 km/h Total moving time: 3h 20m Total stopped
time: 2h 55m 

Participants:  Alan  Ross  (Leader),  Josh  Sokolov,  Penny  Coffey,  Ben  Dodson,  Trudi
Cameron, Paul Cottam, Symon Holmes, Ian Wylie, Rachel Sanders, Helen Sutton, Kim
Swarbrick,  Allan  Holden,  Andrew  Ecker,  Harish  Mandalika,  John  Kerkhofs  (scribe  &
photographer) 
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4-8 February 2021

A Few Days Gardening

Erewhon Station, Lambert Col, Garden of Allah, Adams Col, Garden of Eden, Perth Col 

Trip leader Jeff Hall 

Team members: Gort Stephan, Liz and Ian Wightwick (scribe), Byron Harvey and Peter
Marinelli 

In early January Liz and I had started dreaming about a trip to the Garden of Eden, but a
pattern of North Westerlies spilled rain over the Main Divide, leaving the Rangitata River
running high. Then as luck would have it Jeff posted his planned trip for early February, so
we quickly listed our names. As big stable High slowly moved in Jeff started to organize a
trip to Perth Col, The Great Unknown with the tantalising prospect of returning via the
Garden of Allah and Lambert Col. 

To prepare for  the  trip,  Jeff,  Gort  and Liz  spent  an  evening practicing  rope work  and
crevasse extraction. We finalised details for shared dinners, shared gear, tents, fuel etc
and 5 days food. 

Day 1 Thursday:We arrived at Erewhon Station at 9.00am and made good progress up
the Clyde via Black Bluff. Thankfully, we had a gentle Southerly with some cloud cover to
keep travel up the riverbed reasonably cool. We’d been dreading the prospect of the usual
baking one gets in summer while tramping over those stones…. We stopped for lunch
opposite Watchdog Hut and soon reached McCoy Hut. The hut book confirmed that no
one had been in over January. Jeff and Liz checked for names and dates of their previous
trips to the Gardens. For the rest of us it was new and unexplored country. 

We crossed to the true right of the Frances River and set out for the glacier lakes below
the Colin Campbell Glacier. At Agnes Stream we investigated a splash of orange, which
turned out  to  be the remnants  of  the Canterbury  Mountaineering Club Biv which  was
destroyed by avalanche in 1969. The remaining tin and a low rock wall provided shelter for
two.  A rusty  door  handle  provided  an  uncertain  opportunity  to  ‘bag’ this  hut...maybe?

Nearby, a group of 14 kea mid- flight competed with the cries from a colony of Southern
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First camp site beside moraine lakes Photo Gort Stephan 



Black-backed gulls who circled around them. 

We pitched our tents on the last patch of grass near the lakes at 1100m. Peter pulled out
fresh vegetables with a wok (no wonder his pack was heavy) and prepared a generous
shared dinner. Thanks Peter! 

Day  2 Friday: In clearing mist,  we picked our way around the glacier moraine. It  was
decision time, so a vote was held whether to proceed via the Wee McGregor Glacier or the
Frances.  The  numbers  were  to  head  for  the  Frances  Glacier  and  climb  the  steeper
Lambert Col first and aim for Icefall Lookout. 

Snow conditions were good and avoiding rockfall we cramponed to a shelf at 1800m. Here
we roped up to navigate crevasses and under clear blue skies we zigzagged to Lambert
Col.  Feeling elated we rested on warm rocks for lunch and admired the views up the
Garden of Allah. 

Ascending to Lambeth Col Photo Gort Stephan

Travel down from the col was straightforward with the use of a GPX route from a previous
party to confirm our route onto the Lambert Glacier we began a long walk to an unnamed
col at 2100m. Jeff, Gort and Byron made an attempt on Mt Tyndall but ran out of time. Liz,
Ian and Peter navigated a way toward Icefall Lookout as cloud swirled up the Beelzebub
Glacier. It was late in day when we found water and a campsite at 1800m, just short of the
Lookout site. 
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Descending into cloud from the Garden of Allah Photo Liz Wightwick

Day 3 Saturday: We woke to another still, clear and calm morning. Jeff sussed out a safe
descent from the campsite which avoided the risk of rockfall,  and we climbed up easy
slopes to Adams Col. It appears the camp site is now 30m lower due to glacier melt and
required a long trip to fetch enough water for the party. 

The views down the Garden of Eden and Aoraki Mt Cook were wonderful. We pitched
tents in the sun and roped up into two groups to explore the area.It was easy travel to
Angel Col and past the Devils Backbone. The Great Unknown dominated our thoughts.
After assessing the distance Jeff, Peter and Byron decided to explore the ridgeline toward
Mt Barlow and climb the Little Unknown. Liz, Gort and Ian walked to the end of the ice and
reflected on previous trips in the area. In the afternoon we retraced our footsteps back to
the Col, smiling, sunburnt and happy. Gort and Jeff made critical and much appreciated
water-fetching trips down from our tent sites. This time our shared dinner was 3 courses
with a delicious entree of Quinoa Satay followed by Angel Hair Pasta with Bier Sticks and
fresh red pepper, completed with chocolate biscuits for dessert. 

Day 4 Sunday: As the sunrise painted the Main Dividea golden glow, a rockwren bobbed
beside  our  tents  taunting  us  to  get  a  close-up  photos  but  then  darting  away  before
cameras were at the ready. Jeff climbed up to the old camp site to find 5 rusty shovels. 

We  eagerly  put  on  crampons,  roped  up  and  headed  toward  Mt  Baker.  A short  rock
scramble provided views of the peaks along the John Pascoe Ridge and down to the lakes
below the Colin Campbell Glacier. The vast bed of the Clyde and Erewhon could be seen
in the distance. 

We then traversed moderate slopes to Perth Col and plunged down the Wee McGregor
Glacier. So far so good. It took a little bit of route finding to safely pick our way through the
small rock gullies and glacial till to reach valley floor. 
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Enjoying the view from Baker Peak Photo Liz Wightwick 

View down the Perth Valley and the Garden of Eden. Photo Liz Wightwick 
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View down the valley below the Wee McGregor Glacier Photo Liz Wightwick 

It was good to back on the valley floor as high cloud swept in from the west. Jeff was first
to cool off in the lake, then Liz, while the rest of us snacked and relaxed in the sun. 

We made good time down the Frances River and found the track to a secluded tarn. To
avoid another river crossing we pushed and crawled our way along an overgrown route to
reach McCoy Hut. By now we were hungry and ready for a brew. It was Ian’s turn to cook
and the meal was a 3 meat number, with a massive side dish of cheesy sauced rizoni.
Three stayed in the hut and 3 tented enjoying the softness of the mossy ground compared
to the rocks of the 2 previous nights. We all enjoyed the warm and comfortable night. 

Day 5 Monday:It was time to head home. We found an easy crossing to Watchdog Hut
and shared a can of beer left behind from a hunting party. The hut is in a magic spot and 

Enjoying a beer outside Watchdog Hut Photo Liz Wightwick 
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well worth a visit when the river is low. 

My thoughts flicked back to the uncertainty I felt when we had passed this way 5 days ago.
Thanks, Jeff, for your experience, quiet, kind and caring leadership. Together we all had a
perfect and memorable trip to the Garden of Eden. 

5-8 February 2021

Three Passes

We had 2 groups, each starting from opposite directions as there is no transport to / from
Styx River  car  park (but  perhaps it  could be arranged with  some local  private shuttle
companies). I was in the group going from East to West which meant staying one more
night in the bush (the other group stayed in bungalows on the West Coast on Friday night).
With the evening Friday sun on our faces, we made our way to Carrington Hut where we
camped for  night.  The hut  was quite  full  which was to  be expected as  it  was a  long
weekend. 

The following morning we got up at 6.30 and soon we were boulder hopping along White
River.  And  there  we  saw  it:  cableway!  The  water  level  was  very  low  (I  almost  felt
disappointed) but who can pass a cableway and not use it? We all got a ride across the
river and started to battle the first pass. It was quite a rocky and wet battle but we 

Going up to Harman Pass

managed to get to the top of Harman Pass in a reasonably good time. We had morning tea
on the top of the pass and continued towards Whitehorn Pass. There wasn’t much snow at

− 17 −



Whitehorn but ice axes still came in handy. The last 50 vertical meters was the hardest
(read: the most fun of course!) and it was rather disappointing to find out at the top that we
actually could go around the last bit of steep snowfield if we stayed to the right hand side.
Oh well… 

Going up to Whitehorn Pass

After lunch we descended towards Park Morpeth Hut. In Cronin Stream I had my first dip
which just felt  amazing on such a hot day! At Park Morpeth Hut, there were about 17
people that night, most of them camping. We arrived quite late and although I was excited
to go for another dip, after the sun was gone behind the mountains, the air cooled down
rather  quickly  so I  chickened out.  I  also managed to  leave my tent  door  open for  10
minutes so I spent around 30 minutes of the evening massacring a couple of sand fly
battalions. 

The day after we started with some pleasant boulder hopping along Wilberforce River. We
passed  Clough  Memorial  and  started  an  endless  slog  up  to  Browning  Pass.  Susan
mentioned that 15 years ago the track was pretty good – not very good in 2021. We lost
the track a few times. In those cases we figured that the best approach is to bomb straight
up. Browning Pass turned out to be quite steep at the end so I was quite happy that we
were going up as going down would be a bit less pleasant. At the top of Browning Pass we
finally met up with the group going in the opposite direction. 
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At the top of Browning Pass we finally met up with the group going in the opposite direction.

I could not resist the calling of Whakarewa / Lake Browning and jumped in, though I only
managed to stay in the cold water for about a minute or two. Everybody’s doing peak
bagging and hut bagging but I think that a much better idea would be lake bagging! The
track down to Harman Hut was pleasant but way too hot. I kept saying to myself how great
it is to have such good weather but it didn’t make my body any cooler. We had lunch at
Harman Hut and off we went to Styx Saddle. This part of the track is muddy and really
green, a nice change from the previous rocky alpine sections! We pitched our tents at
Grassy Flat Hut which was, again, pretty full that night 

The last bit along Styx River was great fun, although we were moving at a really slow
pace. The DOC website recommended going via Mid Styx Hut but we kept following the
river and crossed about 1 km east of Tyndall Creek. On the TL side of the river there is a
stoat track to follow. After Tyndall Creek, the track keeps going on the TL and about 1.5 km
before the car park we crossed again. From there, reaching the car was a piece of cake!
The best part was at the end when a guy who we camped with for the last couple of nights
gave us a can of beer. Cheers! 

Rough stats:52 km, 2300m up, walking time 3h + 10h + 10h + 8h 

Participants: 

Group West to East: Alan Ross, Markus Milne, Simon Barr, Jimmy Philpott 

Group  East  to  West:  Michal  Klajban  (scribe,  photos,  GPX),  Klemens  Stampfli,  Penny
Coffey, Susan Pearson, Chris McGimpsey 
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

John West 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 March 2021 – Thanks.
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